CHICKASAW POINT - FIREWISE COMMUNITY???
 

Over a year ago, some property owners became concerned about the fire danger in Chickasaw Point.  Concerns involved the extreme drought we are in (reported as the worst in 60 years).  On top of this, we had the pine beetle infestation which converted many pine trees into wildfire fuel.  The result of the concern was to look into a national program called ‘Firewise Communities.  A Firewise Committee was formed as a subcommittee of the POA Safety Committee.  As the Firewise Committee learns about the Firewise program, we have initiated some activities and planned others.
 

A survey of the community was conducted by South Carolina Forestry Commission Rangers along with Oconee County Emergency services.  A three hour tour of Chickasaw Point revealed many areas with fire hazards which could be reduced.  Their report on this survey is expected in the near future.
 

The Committee completed a self survey assessing fire hazards as well as preventive aspects such as fire hydrants, the South Union Volunteer Fire Department, Materials of construction, spacing between structures, escape routes etc.  After review by the POA Board, this self-assessment was forwarded to the Forestry Commission to support their survey.
 

The program was introduced to the community at the POA Board meeting on June 21.  Captain Mark Lee, Oconee County Emergency Services presented a program including photos of fire destroyed homes in Oconee County as well as hazardous conditions which contributed to destruction of the home.  
 

As the Firewise Communities website indicates ‘Being Firewise begins with you’. Thus community education is high on the committee priority list.  Feel free to visit the web site at www.firewise.org to learn more about the program and what you can do to reduce the fire danger on your property.
 

After receiving the Forestry Commission survey, we will prioritize and schedule other community activities such as:
 

- Observe a Firewise Communities workday to get property owners and volunteers to reduce fire hazards on their own property.
- Set up a free consulting service to have experts advise property owners on corrective action for fire hazards on their property.
- Determine the most cost effective way to reduce fire hazards on POA property including the golf course.
- Determine a way to get the US ACE involved since much of our property abuts their land.
- Seek government grants to help with some of the costs of the program.
 

This is the start of a major program to benefit all property owners by minimizing fire hazard risks associated with Chickasaw Point being a wooded community during extreme drought.  I hope everyone buys in and supports the ‘Firewise Communities’ program.
 

Ed Stueber - Co-Chair - Firewise Committee
 

